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Yoshiyuki Akvsawa*: A new species of Glaziocharis 
CBurmanniaceae) found in Japan. 

On 22nd of June, 1943, Mr. Chikaichi Abe, a member of the prefectural 
natural history society at Tokushima went to Mt. Tairyujisan, Naka county 
of the province of Awa, to collect land shells, and unexpectedly however 
merely one specimen of a curious semiparasitic plant, emerged out from 
fallen leaves in the shady forest along calcareous cliffy path at the foot of 
it. As it was during the war, and everything was in chaos, he lost the 
specimen. However, he kept a rough sketch of it, and it has been mimeo¬ 
graphed with brief text in Vol. 1, No. 1 of Awa-no-Shizen (meant Nature 
of Awa province) in 1948. 

No more specimen has been found siilce, until the middle of July of 
this year (1950), when Mr. Isamu Shinohara, the teacher of Kawashima 
high school found many individuals of the same plant at Obata of Sawa- 
tani village, while he was looking for fossils in limestone bed. He gave 
me generously the majorty of his collections, and early in August he took 
me to the very spot to make me observe the ecological condition of the 
plant. Thus, I was able to make diagnoses of it from the living materials. 

Glaziocharis Abei Akasawa, sp. nov. 

Rhizoma in humo atque folds deciduis supra terram calcaream longe 
repens, ramosum, flavido-fuscescens 1-1.2 mm diametiens, squamis de- 
coloribus remote instructum. Caulis ex axillis squamarum rhizomatis 
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evolutus erectus vel ascendens, cum squamis subulatis vel bblongis vel 
ovato-oblongis alternis obtectus 1mm latus, apice cum flore unico magno 
terminatus. Caulis, bracteae et flos semitranslucenti-albus. Bracteae 
lanceolaae 2-4 basim floris circumdant. In speciminibus submersis plus 
transpare veniunt et stamina ovariumque discernire possumus. Flos 
magnus solitarius circ. 15mm longus 6-7mm. latus. Qvarium inferum. 
Perigonii tubus obovoideo-campanulatus vel obovoideo-urceolatus parce 
curvulati-zygomorphus 10mm longus, parte inferiore angustiore 4mm lata 
superiore inflata 7mm lata, extus glaber, intus Isevis. Petala 6, exteriora 
3 subulata in alabastro jam reflexa 3mm longa basi anguste alata, in- 
teriora 3 obovata basi erecta apice conniventi-imbricata obtusa et 
denticulata 5-6mm longa dorso costa in appendice subulata vel lineare 
5-6mm longa parce inflexa producta. Margo receptaculi ovarium circiter 
l-2mm longe superans; perianthium igitur ex hac marginem articulatim 
sejunctum et ut toto deciduum. Stamina 6 fauce corollse affixa, filamentis 
basi confluentibus et in partes liberas geniculatim inflexis ubi extus ciliolatis 
et viridulis ita corolla apice petala superans et tubum brevem formare 
videtur. Partes filamentorum liberse triangulares et in connectiva obovata 
ciliata apice obtusa vel emarginata transeunt. Circa bases connectivorum 
in facie interiori antherse binas oblong£e uniloculares longitudine de- 
hiscentes afRxse. Ovarium inferum obconicum flavidum uniloculare cum 
placentis 3 longitudine elevatis multi-ovulatis. Ovula anatropa longi- 
stipitata cuna integumento unico. Stylus brevis solitarius. Stigmata 3 
triangularia margine serrulata sed glabra. 

Nomen Japonicum novum: Tanuki-no-syokudai (meaning candle-stand 
of badger). 

Habitat in Japonia, Insula Shikoku, Prov. Awa: in sylvis Tairyuji, ubi 
Chikaichi Abe detexit sed specimen perditum; Obata oppidi Sawatani 
(Isamu Shinohara, 12 Jul. 1950, specimen holotypicum in herb. Musei 
Natipnalis Scietiarum in Tokyo servatum, isotypicum in herb. Universitatis 
Tokyoensis), ibid. (I. Shinohara, C. Abe et Y. Akasawa, 4, Aug. 1950). 

It is a wonderful fact that a new species of this Brasilian genus was 
found on so far detached land, Japan. The home of this plant is just the 
foot of lime-stone, several meters high, where heap of halfway decayed 
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leaves are covering the ground.. This saprophyte stretches its rhizome 
under the mould, the appendages of corolla-lobes only emerging out of 
fallen leaves, as if certain animal is putting out his tentacles. Being the 
circumstance such, it is impossible to find it for ordinary plant hunters. 
Wb should say that extraordinary fortune had smiled on Mr, Abe, as he 
could have, a rare chance to meet this plant because of his collecting of 
land shells. It has all main generic characteristics of Glaziocharis*, however, 
the shape of petals, their appendages, ovary, and position of anthers are 
different from Brasilian species, and the stigmas are glabrous. A slightly 
zygomorphic corolla-tube would be a characteristic worth to mention as a 
Glaziocharis. I have named this plant in memory of the first detecter Mr. 
Chikaichi Abe. I think that the first figure of this plant published by Mr. 
Abe and which is very far from reality made Prof. Honda and Dr. Tuyama 
(cf. Journ. Jap. Bot. 22, No. 1.-2) to consider this plant as one of the genus 
Geomitra. 

Plate I. A. Entire plant in natural state (x3) B. Entire plant, figured frotn submerged 
specimen, in which stamens, ovary, and stigma can be seen Cx2.5) C. Plant which has 
lost already deciduous flower-parts (x2.5) D. Flower bud (x 2.5) E. Longitudinal 
section of a flower (x5) F. Flower seen from above (x3), showing how the inner petals 
are imbricated. G. An inner petal, seen from outside (x7) H. An outer petal, seen 
from outside (x7) I. Dorsal view of a stamen (x 7) J. Ventral view of a stamen 
(x7) K. Lateral view of , a stamen (x7) L. A scaly leaf (x7.) M. Cross section of 
ovary, a little pressed (X 7) N. Ovary and stigma (x 7) O. Longitudinal section of ovary 
(x7) P--^Q. Ovules (x 50) • 

Plate II. Fig. 1. Photograph of Glaziocharis Abei. Specimens are dipped in alcohol 
(x2), scales in mm. 
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* Glaziocharis Taubert in Verhandl. Bot. Vetein Brandenburg: 66 (1894); Warburg in Bull. 
Acad. Royale des Sciences et Lettres de Dannmarck: 175 (1901); Pilger in Etigler, Nachtrag III 
zu Teil IV der Naturl. Pflanzenfam. 72 fig. 12 a-E (1905) 
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